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WHAT WE ARE DOING AND WHY 

In 2021, following the public naming of Joseph Marmion SJ as a Jesuit who had 
perpetrated child abuse, the Jesuit Order became aware that many people who had 
been abused were prompted to come forward once his name was placed in the public 
domain.  

In February 2024, the 2021 experience was repeated when more people came forward 
to engage with the Order following the publication of “Fr Joseph Marmion SJ, His 
abuse, the harm caused, and Jesuit accountability: A narrative record”, which 
included the related naming of two other Jesuits in connection with child sexual 
abuse.  

Over that three-year period, the Order had already been asking itself: Are there other 
unknown people who were sexually abused by a Jesuit whom we should be trying to 
reach? It became more and more clear that another further question had to be posed: 
Are there other deceased Jesuits whom we should consider naming publicly? 

To pursue that question, Jesuit Provincial Shane Daly SJ established a three-person 
Independent Working Group. The task of the Working Group was two-fold:   

 To consider and advise upon the standards to be applied by the Jesuit Order when 
deciding whether to publicly name a deceased Jesuit who was the subject of child 
sexual abuse allegations. 

 To make recommendations regarding those deceased Jesuits who had been the 
subject of complaint and who met these applied standards. 

The purpose behind any such a naming is clear: to reach people who had been 
sexually abused by Jesuits as children and invite them to engage with the Order and 
speak about their abuse. The Order itself is ready to respond to such an approach, to 
offer them acknowledgement of their experience of abuse, and also to offer them the 
supports they might want or need. 

The Independent Working Group consisted of the following: Mr John MacMenamin, 
former Judge of the Supreme Court who chaired the group; Dr Rosaleen McElvaney 
PhD, author and Principal Psychotherapist in the Alders Unit at Children’s Health 
Ireland, Connolly Hospital and Lecturer in Psychology at Dublin City University; and 
Mr Paul Harrison, Registered Social Worker, Independent Children's Services and 
Social Work Advisor, formerly Director of Policy and Strategy in the Child and Family 
Agency. Each member of the Group, through their various disciplines, had experience 
in the analysis and consideration of child sexual abuse issues. The Group was 
independent in its operation. 
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Fr Shane Daly said, when the Working Group was being established, “We want to 
name safely and responsibly and with the proper provisions and supports put in 
place.”  

The Working Group has now completed its tasks.  

Methodology of the Working Group 

The Working Group was given the files of 37 deceased Jesuits who had been the 
subject of complaint of child sexual abuse. The Working Group elicited a set of 
standards derived by sampling material from the cases provided. The Group then 
applied these standards when examining each of the cases.  

The criteria that the Group identified and applied are: detailed allegations; multiple 
complainants; consistent pattern; independent reports made to other agencies; 
concerns of third parties; prior disclosure; stated concern about others; witnesses; 
and admission. 

It is important to note that it was not necessary that a deceased Jesuit would meet all 
these criteria in order for his name to be placed in the public domain.  

Terms of Reference of the Independent Working Group, and their Report, which 
includes the criteria, can be accessed on the Jesuit website: https://jesuit.ie/naming-
of-deceased-jesuits-regarding-child-sexual-abuse-complaints. 

The Working Group has concluded that 14 deceased Jesuits meet these standards, and 
the Order is naming them in this document.  

The Working Group has also stated that, should additional relevant information be 
received, the question of the naming of other Jesuits could be revisited by the Order. 
In this regard, the Order has taken the decision to name a fifteenth Jesuit about whom 
additional information has become available. 

Commitment to further naming 

 The Order commits itself to making public the names of any other deceased Jesuit 
where the available complaint information meets the standards identified by the 
Independent Working Group.   

Jesuit Provincial Shane Daly SJ states that the Order has been engaged in a process of 
acknowledgement and accountability regarding the child sexual abuse perpetrated 
by Jesuits over the past 70 years. That process is ongoing. Fr Daly adds: 

“It is clear that when we Jesuits own up to our past mistakes and failings a space is 
created for people who were sexually abused in childhood to come forward and 
engage with us, should they choose to do so. We hope that our naming today and 
acknowledgement of our significant failures will encourage people who were sexually 
abused in childhood by any Jesuit, not just those named, to make contact with us in 
whatever way works for them.”  
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THE 15 NAMED JESUITS 

Below are the names of the 15 Jesuits that the Order is now placing in the public 
domain following the recommendations of the Independent Working Group. For each 
of the 15 Jesuits, we offer information under the following categories: 

 Name and dates of birth and death, dates of entry to the Order and of 
ordination 

 Locations where the Jesuit was assigned 
 What is known at this point in time regarding the number of complaints 

against each individual 
 What happened in consequence of the complaint 

In using this format, we offer the information that is likely to be most immediately 
important to those who were sexually abused by a named Jesuit. 

The Jesuit Safeguarding Office is ready to engage with complainants by email, phone 
or meeting, and they will endeavour to answer other questions that those who have 
suffered abuse may have.  

Email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie    

Phone: 083-0874254 
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1. Fr Rupert Coyle SJ: 1896-1978 

Born April 23, 1896 

Entered the Society August 30, 1913 

Ordained July 31, 1927 

Died January 30, 1978 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 Rathfarnham Dublin Studies at UCD 

 Clongowes Wood College Teacher 

 Milltown Park Dublin Studies Philosophy, Studies Theology 

 Mungret College Limerick Teacher 

 St Beuno’s Wales Final Year of Training 

 Belvedere College Dublin Teacher, Assistant Prefect of Studies, Prefect 
of Studies (Headmaster) 

Complaints 

There have been four child sexual abuse complaints made against Fr Rupert Coyle SJ.  
A number of additional concerns about his abusive behaviour were also raised with 
the Order.  All complaints relate to his time in Belvedere College.  

We are not aware of any complaints having been made against Fr Coyle during his 
lifetime.  

Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr Rupert Coyle SJ 
to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you suffered, 
and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words of sorrow 
from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not accompanied 
by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased Jesuits accused of 
child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been abused by such 
Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or the relevant 
authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have services on 
offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone who has 
suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our safeguarding 
office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the relevant 
authorities.   
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2. Fr Shaun Curran SJ: 1924-1999 

Born December 29, 1924 

Entered the Society October 2, 1946 

Ordained July 31, 1959 

Died August 14, 1999 
  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 Laval, Boulevard Félix-Grat 37 First Studies 

 St Stanislaus College, 
Tullamore 

Studies Philosophy 

 Belvedere College Dublin Teacher 

 Chivuna/Chikuni Mission, 
Northern Rhodesia 

Learns indigenous language; Minister, Prefect 
of the Church 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin Final Year of Training; Teacher of Religion at 
College of Commerce, Rathmines 

 Gardiner Street, Dublin Minister, Prefect of the Church; Director of 
SFX Hall, Director of the Sodality of  St 
Stanislaus for Youth 

 Mungret College, Limerick Prefect of Senior Students 

 Regis College, Toronto Sabbatical 

 Milltown Park, Dublin Studies Theology; Minister (Administrator), 
Retreat House Director, Project Director at 
Glencree Centre for Peace & Reconciliation; 
Director, St Declan’s, Milltown (formerly St  
Joseph’s)*; Treasurer at Cherryfield Lodge; 
Assists House administration at Cherryfield 

 Cherryfield Lodge, Dublin  

* St Declan’s Milltown is no longer in existence and has no connection with St Declan’s School in 
Northumberland Road, Dublin. 

Complaints 

The Order has received 18 child sexual abuse complaints against Fr Shaun Curran SJ, 
and two complaints from third parties. Four of these complaints and the complaints 
from third parties were received during his lifetime. None of the complaints were 
reported to the Gardaí during his lifetime.  
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What happened in consequence of the complaints? 

Fr Shaun Curran was not held to account in any meaningful way in relation to child 
sexual abuse. A complaint was made against him when he was teaching in Mungret 
College in 1970. The Provincial removed him from Mungret College to Milltown Park. 
There is no record of what other action if any was taken to address this complaint. Fr 
Curran continued to minister in the usual way, apparently without any restrictions. 
He was able to present as a priest in good standing, and this meant his sexual abuse 
of children also continued undetected throughout most of his Jesuit life. 

A further complaint against Fr Curran SJ by a third party was made to the Order in 
1991, and another complaint was made in 1993. The Jesuit Order did not report any 
complaints made against Fr Curran to the statutory authorities until 2002, three years 
after his death.  

The Order also recently learned from a complainant that they disclosed abuse by Fr 
Shaun Curran to a local superior in 1966. The Order has no record of this disclosure 
and is therefore unable to say what happened in consequence of it, though his 
ministry does not appear to have been restricted in any way. 

Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr Shaun Curran SJ 
to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you suffered, 
and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words of sorrow 
from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not accompanied 
by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased Jesuits accused of 
child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been abused by such 
Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or the relevant 
authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have services on 
offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone who has 
suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our safeguarding 
office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the relevant 
authorities.   
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3. Fr Brendan Kearney SJ: 1935-2014 

Born September 5, 1935 

Entered the Society September 7, 1953 

Ordained July 10, 1968 

Died February 24, 2014 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin First Studies, UCD 

 St Stanislaus College, 
Tullamore 

Studies Philosophy 

 Clongowes Wood College Teacher 

 Milltown Park, Dublin Studies Theology 

 Belvedere College, Dublin Teacher 

 DIT Bolton Street Dublin Chaplain 

 Boston College High School Sabbatical 

 St John Baptist, California Temp. Associate Pastor Church, Granada Hills 

 Corpus Christi, Brixton, 
London 

Parish work 

 St James Church, Redondo 
Beach, California 

Associate Pastor 

 Leeson Street Dublin  

 Cherryfield Lodge, Dublin  

Complaints  

There have been two child sexual abuse complaints made to the Order against Fr 
Brendan Kearney SJ. Further concerns about his behaviour were also raised with the 
Order by third parties, since 2021. All relate to his time at Belvedere College. 

We are not aware of any child sexual abuse complaints having been made against Fr 
Brendan Kearney SJ during his lifetime. 
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Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr Brendan Kearney 
SJ to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you suffered, 
and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words of sorrow 
from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not accompanied 
by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased Jesuits accused of 
child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been abused by such 
Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or the relevant 
authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have services on 
offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone who has 
suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our safeguarding 
office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the relevant 
authorities. 
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4. Fr John T. Kelly SJ: 1906-1977 

Born April 15, 1906 

Entered the Society August 31, 1923 

Ordained June 24, 1937 

Dismissed from the Society Sept 25, 1956 

Died August 30, 1977 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin Studies at UCD 

 Berchmanskolleg, Munich Studies Philosophy 

 Belvedere College, Dublin Teacher 

 Milltown Park, Dublin Studies Theology 

 St Beuno’s, Wales Final Year of Training 

 Mungret College, Limerick Superior and Bursar of the Apostolic School; 
Teacher 

 St. Ignatius’ College, Galway 
(Coláiste Iognáid) 

Assigned to the Church 

 

Fr John T. Kelly SJ was dismissed from the Society (Sept 25, 1956) following which he 
was incardinated into the Diocese of Sault Ste-Marie in Ontario, Canada 

Complaints 

There have been five complaints of sexual abuse made against Fr John T Kelly SJ 
relating to his time at Mungret College, Limerick. The abuse spans the period from 
1940 to 1955.  

What happened in consequence to the complaints? 

Complaints against Fr Kelly were raised by students in 1955 and 1956. Fr Kelly was 
spoken to about the complaints in 1956 by the Provincial. He did not deny what was 
alleged. He was dismissed from the Jesuit Order. Pending his dismissal Fr Kelly applied 
to work as a priest in a Canadian diocese. Information about his behaviour was shared 
by the Order with the diocese at the time. Fr Kelly went on to work in the diocese in 
Canada.   
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Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr John T. Kelly SJ 
to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you suffered, 
and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words of sorrow 
from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not accompanied 
by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased Jesuits accused of 
child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been abused by such 
Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or the relevant 
authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have services on 
offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone who has 
suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our safeguarding 
office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the relevant 
authorities. 
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5. Fr Patrick Kelly SJ: 1920-2012 

Born February 21, 1920 

Entered the Society September 7, 1937 

Ordained July 31 1950 

Died May 4, 2012 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin Studies at UCD 

 St Stanislaus College, 
Tullamore 

Studies Philosophy 

 Belvedere College, Dublin Teacher 

 Milltown Park, Dublin Studies Theology 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin Final Year of Training 

 Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia Moderator of schools; Teacher 

 Mungret College, Limerick Teacher 

 Crescent College 
Comprehensive, Limerick 

Teacher 

 Chicago, USA Sabbatical 

 Queen of the Most Holy 
Rosary, 196 W. Centennial 
Ave, Roosevelt, New York 
11575 

Prison chaplain 

 Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 
10321 Tujunga, Canyon Blvd., 
California 91042 

Assists in parish 

 Gardiner Street, Dublin Ministers in church 

 Sacred Heart Church, 
Limerick 

Assists in church 

 Milltown Park, Dublin  
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Complaints 

There have been five complaints of child sexual abuse made to the Order against Fr 
Patrick Kelly SJ.  All complaints relate to his time in the USA during the 1970s, 1980s, 
and early 1990s.  These complaints were first made in the USA, as were a number of 
concerns by third parties that other children may have been abused by him there. 

What happened in consequence to the complaints? 

In 1988 whilst Fr Patrick Kelly was working in New York, USA, the Irish Jesuit Province 
was notified by the Bishop of Rockville Center that complaints of child sexual abuse 
had been made against Fr Kelly. The bishop terminated his appointment. 

Fr Kelly was then allowed by the Irish Provincial to go and work in Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church Tujunga, Los Angeles, California. There is no indication that his 
history of complaint at the Diocese of Rockville Center, New York, was notified to the 
Diocese of L.A.  

In 1991, a warrant for Fr Kelly’s arrest was issued in Los Angeles regarding a child 
sexual abuse complaint made against him in the course of his ministry there. Fr Kelly 
SJ returned to Ireland on foot of the charge and thereafter from Ireland, he entered a 
“no contest” plea. His sentence included the requirement that he ‘stay out’ of 
California. 

On returning to Ireland in 1991, Fr Kelly SJ was permitted by the Irish Provincial to 
minister in Gardiner Street parish, Dublin. He moved to the Sacred Heart Church in 
Limerick in 1994. There is no record of his history of abuse being communicated to 
his superiors in Limerick. In 2002, on receipt of new complaints from the USA, the 
then Provincial removed him from his public ministry in Limerick, returned him to 
Dublin, and required him to cease his public ministry. The Provincial also informed 
the Gardaí and statutory authorities in Ireland of the U.S. allegations against Fr Kelly 
SJ. 

Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr Patrick Kelly SJ 
to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you suffered, 
and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words of sorrow 
from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not accompanied 
by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased Jesuits accused of 
child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been abused by such 
Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or the relevant 
authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have services on 
offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone who has 
suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our safeguarding 
office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the relevant 
authorities.   
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6. Fr Kevin Laheen SJ: 1919-2019 

Born February 18, 1919 

Entered the Society September 16, 1938 

Ordained July 31, 1952 

Died March 26, 2019 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin First Studies; Final Year of Training; Mission 
Staff & Spiritual Exercises 

 St Stanislaus College, 
Tullamore 

Studies Philosophy; Mission Staff & Spiritual 
Exercises 

 Belvedere College Dublin Teacher 

 Milltown Park Dublin Studies Theology 

 Mungret College Limerick Teacher 

 Gonzaga College Dublin Teacher 

 Leeson Street Dublin Mission Staff & Spiritual Exercises 

 Highfield Healthcare Dublin Prays for the Church 

Complaints  

In 1967, serious concerns were conveyed to the Order by a third party about the 
behaviour of Fr Kevin Laheen SJ when he was giving a school retreat.  In 1999, Fr 
Laheen informed the Order that a complaint of child sexual abuse had been made to 
the Gardaí about him and that this was under investigation by the Gardaí. A complaint 
by a third party, relating to the 1960s but received after Fr Laheen’s death, has also 
been referenced in documents.  

What happened in consequence of the complaints? 

There is no record of any action being taken against Fr Laheen regarding the 
complaint raised in 1967. Following the complaint made to the Gardaí in late 1999 the 
DPP decided not to prosecute. In 2000, the Order requested Fr Laheen to withdraw 
from all public ministry and involvement with minors.  
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Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr Kevin Laheen SJ 
to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you suffered, 
and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words of sorrow 
from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not accompanied 
by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased Jesuits accused of 
child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been abused by such 
Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or the relevant 
authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have services on 
offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone who has 
suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our safeguarding 
office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the relevant 
authorities.   
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7. Fr Henry (Harry) Lawlor SJ: 1911-1989 

Born October 28, 1911 

Entered the Society November 12, 1934 

Ordained July 31, 1946 

Died December 6, 1989 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin Studies at UCD 

 St Stanislaus College, 
Tullamore 

Studies Philosophy 

 Belvedere College, Dublin Teacher 

 Milltown Park, Dublin Studies Theology 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin Final Year of Training 

 Mungret College, Limerick Teacher 

 Gonzaga College, Dublin Teacher 

 Clongowes Wood College Teacher 

 Hartford, Connecticut, USA Parish work 

 Jesuit Retreat House, Rahan, 
Co Offaly 

Home Mission Team; Asst Director, Crusaders 
of the Blessed Sacrament 

 Sacred Heart Church, 
Limerick 

Director, Crusaders of the Blessed Sacrament      

Complaints 

In 1969 whilst ministering in the Diocese of Hartford, Connecticut, Fr Lawlor became 
the subject of a non-specific complaint which, in the light of subsequent child sexual 
abuse allegations received after his death, the Order now believes was related to child 
sexual abuse.  

Additionally, in Ireland, five complaints of child sexual abuse against him were 
received subsequent to his death, the first of which was received in 2002. Two 
concerns were also raised by third parties. None of these allegations relate to his work 
in Jesuit schools. 
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What happened in consequence to the complaints? 

The Order first became aware of Fr Henry Lawlor’s abuse in 1969 when a report was 
made to Order and to which he admitted. He was removed from teaching but there is 
no evidence of the information regarding his abuse being communicated and no 
restrictions were put on his subsequent ministries. 

Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr Henry (Harry) 
Lawlor SJ to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you 
suffered, and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words 
of sorrow from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not 
accompanied by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased 
Jesuits accused of child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been 
abused by such Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or 
the relevant authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have 
services on offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone 
who has suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our 
safeguarding office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the 
relevant authorities.   
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8. Fr John A. (Jack) Leonard SJ: 1912-1992 

Born January 22, 1912 

Entered the Society September 3, 1930 

Ordained July 31, 1944 

Died January 8, 1992 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 Séminaire des Missions, Vals 
prés Le Puy, Haute Loire, 
France 

Studies Philosophy 

 Sacred Heart College, 
Limerick 

Teacher 

 Milltown Park, Dublin Studies Theology 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin Studies at UCD; Final Year of Training 

 Clongowes Wood College Teacher 

 Belvedere College, Dublin Teacher; Prefect of Studies 

 Leeson Street, Dublin Superior; Vice Superior; Writer 

Complaints 

There have been four child sexual abuse complaints, and also complaints regarding 
physical violence, made against Fr John A (Jack) Leonard SJ.  Complainants also raised 
concerns about others being abused by him.  All the complaints relate to his time in 
Belvedere College. 

We are not aware of any complaints of child sexual abuse being  made against Fr John 
A (Jack) Leonard SJ during his lifetime. However, it is acknowledged that his bullying 
and and physically abusive behaviour was known in the school at the time. 

Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr John A. (Jack) 
Leonard SJ to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you 
suffered, and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words 
of sorrow from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not 
accompanied by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased 
Jesuits accused of child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been 
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abused by such Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or 
the relevant authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have 
services on offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone 
who has suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our 
safeguarding office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the 
relevant authorities.   
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9. Fr Finbarr Lynch SJ: 1933-2022 

Born April 27, 1933 

Entered the Society September 7, 1955 

Ordained July 10, 1968 

Died December 30, 2022 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin Studies at UCD 

 St Stanislaus College, 
Tullamore 

Studies Philosophy 

 Mungret College Limerick Teacher 

 Clongowes Wood College Teacher 

 St Beuno’s, Wales Final Year of Training 

 Belvedere College Dublin Assistant Headmaster Junior School; Assistant 
Headmaster Senior School; Teacher   

 Milford, Toronto, Guelph in 
USA and Canada 

Sabbatical 

 Peter Faber House, Belfast Directs Spiritual Exercises 

 Manresa House, Dublin Directs Spiritual Exercises 

 Milltown Park, Dublin Reading Theology 

Complaints 

There are two child sexual abuse complaints against Fr Finbarr Lynch SJ relating to 
his time in Belvedere College, Dublin. These complaints were received in 2021 and 
2022 respectively and were reported to the Gardaí and Tusla. Two complaints of 
physical abuse were also received by the Order. 

What happened in consequence of the complaints? 

Fr Lynch was required to step aside from public ministry on receipt of the complaint 
in 2021 and not to have unsupervised contact with minors. 
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In 2021, the complainant also made their complaint to the Gardaí. This resulted in an 
investigation. The DPP initiated a prosecution against Fr Lynch on a charge of 
indecent assault. Fr Lynch died before the trial could take place. 

Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr Finbarr Lynch 
SJ to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you suffered, 
and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words of sorrow 
from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not accompanied 
by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased Jesuits accused of 
child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been abused by such 
Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or the relevant 
authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have services on 
offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone who has 
suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our safeguarding 
office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the relevant 
authorities. 
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10. Fr Michael McGrath SJ: 1910-1989 

Born June 30, 1910 

Entered the Society September 1, 1927 

Ordained July 31, 1941 

Died April 3, 1989 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 St Stanislaus College, 
Tullamore 

Studies Philosophy 

 Belvedere College, Dublin Teacher 

 Sacred Heart College, 
Limerick 

Teacher 

 Milltown Park, Dublin Studies Theology 

 Mungret College, Limerick Teacher 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin Studies at UCD, Final Year of Training 

 St Ignatius’ College, Galway 
(Coláiste Iognáid ) 

Teacher; Parish Priest; Our Lady’s Boys’ Club 

Complaints 

There were two complaints of child sexual abuse made against Fr Michael McGrath SJ 
relating to his ministry in Galway. The first referred to abuse occurring in the context 
of Our Lady’s Boys’ Club. The second complaint referred to abuse at St Ignatius’ 
College (Coláiste Iognáid) Galway. 

We are not aware of any child sexual abuse complaints having been made against Fr 
Michael McGrath SJ during his lifetime. 

Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr Michael McGrath 
SJ to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you suffered, 
and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words of sorrow 
from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not accompanied 
by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased Jesuits accused of 
child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been abused by such 
Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or the relevant 
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authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have services on 
offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone who has 
suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our safeguarding 
office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the relevant 
authorities. 
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11. Fr Oliver Joseph O’Brien SJ: 1920-1994 

Born June 30, 1920 

Entered the Society September 7, 1939 

Ordained July 29, 1954 

Left the Society December 1 1990 

Died October 28, 1994 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 St Stanislaus College, 
Tullamore 

Studies Philosophy 

 Clongowes Wood College Teacher 

 Milltown Park Dublin Studies Theology 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin Studies at UCD; Final Year of Training 

 Belvedere College Dublin Teacher 

 Gardiner Street, Dublin Working in the Church 

 Sacred Heart College, 
Limerick 

Teacher 

 Moves to the Australian Jesuit 
Province (1965) 

Incardinated into the Diocese of Adelaide (July 
9, 1993) 

Complaints 

The Order has received seven complaints of child sexual abuse, and one further 
concern raised by a third party, against Fr Oliver O’Brien SJ relating to his time in 
Ireland.  The complaints against him refer to Belvedere College, Dublin, Gardiner 
Street Church, Dublin, and Sacred Heart College, Limerick.  

What happened in consequence to the complaints? 

Fr O’Brien was moved from Belvedere College to Gardiner Street Church in 1961.  A 
letter written in 1965 by the then Provincial references unspecified concerns 
regarding Fr O’Brien’s behaviour in the Junior School, Belvedere College. We now 
know this letter was referring to child sexual abuse. There is no record of anyone at 
Gardiner Street Church being informed of Fr O’Brien’s abuse whilst at Belvedere 
College. 
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A further complaint of child sexual abuse was received in 1962 whilst Fr O’Brien was 
working in Gardiner Street Church.  On foot of that complaint, Fr O’Brien admitted 
his guilt and was moved to the Sacred Heart College, Limerick.  Again, there is no 
record of anyone being informed of the complaints made against him. 

Following a complaint made in 1965 whilst at the Sacred Heart College, Fr O’Brien 
requested a transfer to the Jesuit Australian Province and this move was facilitated 
by the Irish Province. The Australian Provincial was informed by the Irish Provincial 
of Fr O’Brien’s ‘difficulties’ at two schools. He was accepted into the Australian 
Province.  

The complaints against Fr O’Brien SJ were only reported to the Gardaí after his death. 

Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr Oliver Joseph 
O’Brien SJ to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you 
suffered, and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words 
of sorrow from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not 
accompanied by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased 
Jesuits accused of child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been 
abused by such Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or 
the relevant authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have 
services on offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone 
who has suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our 
safeguarding office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the 
relevant authorities. 
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12. Br Edward O’Sullivan SJ: 1920-1996 

Born 20 April 1920 

Entered the Society 9 January 1943 

Died 10 June 1996 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 Mungret College, Limerick Supervises student dining room; Supervises 
staff; Assists in the house 

 Sacred Heart College, 
Limerick 

Supervises staff; Assists in the house 

 Jesuit Retreat House, 
Tullamore 

Supervises staff and dining room; Assists in 
the house 

 Gardiner Street, Dublin Sacristan, Assists the President of the Sodality 
of St John Berchmans 

Complaints 

There have been two child sexual abuse complaints made against Br Edward 
O’Sullivan SJ, one relating to his time in the Jesuit Retreat House in Rahan, Co Offaly 
and the other regarding his time as sacristan in St Francis Xavier Church, Gardiner 
Steet, Dublin. 

We are not aware of any child sexual abuse complaints having been made against 
Br Edward O’Sullivan SJ during his lifetime. 

Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Br Edward 
O’Sullivan SJ to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse 
you suffered, and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that 
words of sorrow from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are 
not accompanied by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased 
Jesuits accused of child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been 
abused by such Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or 
the relevant authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have 
services on offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone 
who has suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our 
safeguarding office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the 
relevant authorities. 
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13. Fr Diarmuid Ó Péicín SJ: 1916-2008 

Born October 16, 1916 

Entered the Society September 7, 1934 

Ordained July 31, 1949 

Died March 4, 2008 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship 

 Rathfarnham Dublin Studies at UCD 

 St Stanislaus College, 
Tullamore 

Studies Philosophy 

 Clongowes Wood College Teacher 

 Mungret College, Limerick Teacher 

 Milltown Park Dublin Studies Theology 

 Sacred Heart College, 
Limerick 

Teacher 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin Final Year of Training; Teacher of Religion at 
College of Commerce, Rathmines 

 St Stanislaus College, 
Tullamore 

Home Mission staff 

 Birmingham & London Parish ministry 

 Raphoe Diocese/Milltown 
Park Dublin 

Pastoral ministry 

 Milltown Park, Dublin Studies cooperation between Irish islands; 
Ministers the Island Trust; Research and 
writing 

 Cherryfield Lodge, Dublin  

Complaints 

There are two complaints of child sexual abuse against Fr Diarmuid Ó Péicín SJ.  There 
is one third-party complaint of child sexual abuse against him.   
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What happened in consequence of the complaints? 

In 1964 the Superior of a religious congregation raised a complaint with the Jesuit 
Provincial about Fr Ó Péicín’s conduct with schoolgirls during a school retreat. The 
conduct she described would be considered child sexual abuse. It is recorded that Fr 
Ó Péicín was to be withdrawn from school retreat work. However, there is no 
information showing that any follow up in this regard happened with him. 

Fr Ó Péicín subsequently had a complaint of child sexual abuse made against him in 
2004 and another complaint in 2005. In 2004 he was required to step aside from public 
ministry, and the Order reported the allegations to the Gardaí and the HSE. Following 
a Garda investigation, the DPP issued a direction not to prosecute. 

Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr Diarmuid 
Ó Péicín SJ to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you 
suffered, and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words 
of sorrow from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not 
accompanied by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased 
Jesuits accused of child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been 
abused by such Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or 
the relevant authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have 
services on offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone 
who has suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our 
safeguarding office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the 
relevant authorities. 
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14. Br Douglas A. Pill SJ: 1918-2003 

Born November 11, 1918 

Entered the Society October 20, 1938 

Died June 12, 2003 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 Emo, Co. Laois Noviceship; Gardener; Assists in the house 

 St Stanislaus College, 
Tullamore 

Assistant Gardener; Assists in the house 

 Milltown Park, Dublin Gardener; Assists librarian 

 Cherryfield Lodge, Dublin  

Complaints 

There have been two complaints of child sexual abuse made against Br Douglas Pill SJ 
relating to his time in Milltown Park, Dublin. 

We are not aware of any child sexual abuse complaints having been made against Br 
Douglas Pill SJ during his lifetime. 

Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Br Douglas A. Pill 
SJ to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse you suffered, 
and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that words of sorrow 
from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are not accompanied 
by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased Jesuits accused of 
child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been abused by such 
Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or the relevant 
authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have services on 
offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone who has 
suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our safeguarding 
office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the relevant 
authorities. 
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15. Fr James Stephenson SJ: 1906-1979 

Born April 16, 1906 

Entered the Society September 1, 1925 

Ordained June 24, 1937 

Died April 11, 1979 

  

LOCATION ASSIGNMENT 

 St Stanislaus College, 
Tullamore 

Studies Philosophy 

 Clongowes Wood College Teacher 

 Innsbruck, Austria Studies Theology 

 Milltown Park Dublin Studies Philosophy; Studies Theology 

 Rathfarnham, Dublin Studies at UCD, Final Year of Training 

 Belvedere College, Dublin Teacher 

 Sacred Heart College, 
Limerick 

Teacher 

 Mungret College, Limerick Teacher 

 Gardiner Street, Dublin Works in the church 

 Leeson Street, Dublin Assistant Principal/Bursar of University Hall 

 Hatch Street, Dublin Bursar 

Complaints 

There are four child sexual abuse complaints against Fr James Stephenson SJ.  The 
complaints against him relate to Sacred Heart College Limerick and to Gardiner Street 
Church Dublin during the 1950s and 1960s. 

We are not aware of any child sexual abuse complaints having been made against Fr 
James Stephenson SJ during his lifetime. 

Acknowledgement and apology  

We acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse by Fr James 
Stephenson SJ to read this. We are truly sorry for the pain inflicted on you, the abuse 
you suffered, and the fact that you were not protected by the Order. We know that 
words of sorrow from us, no matter how sincerely meant, will ring hollow if they are 
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not accompanied by action. One of the key factors for the Order in naming deceased 
Jesuits accused of child sexual abuse is to try and reach out to those who have been 
abused by such Jesuits and encourage them to contact our safeguarding office and/or 
the relevant authorities. We want to assist you in whatever ways we can, and we have 
services on offer that you might want to avail of. So once again, we ask you or anyone 
who has suffered abuse or has any concerns relating to any Jesuit to contact our 
safeguarding office (email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie; mobile: 083-0874254) and/or the 
relevant authorities. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF FAILINGS 

Today, 12 February 2024, Jesuit Order has named a further fifteen deceased Jesuits 
who have been the subject of child sexual abuse complaints, eight of whom were 
already the subject of complaint during their lifetimes. The other seven first became 
the subject of complaint after their deaths. All allegations in these cases have been 
reported to the Gardaí and statutory authorities. 

The eight Jesuits who became the subject of complaint during their lifetimes are; Fr 
Shaun Curran SJ, Fr John T Kelly SJ, Fr Patrick Kelly SJ, Fr Kevin Laheen SJ, Fr Henry 
(Harry) Lawlor SJ, Fr Finbarr Lynch SJ, Fr Oliver O’Brien SJ, Fr Diarmuid Ó’Peicín SJ. 
At the time of his death, Fr Lynch SJ was due to face a criminal trial in connection 
with a sexual abuse offence.  

The response of the Jesuit Order at those times when complaints were first received 
against Fr Shaun Curran SJ, Fr John T Kelly SJ, Fr Henry (Harry) Lawlor SJ, Fr Patrick 
Kelly SJ, Fr Diarmuid Ó Peicín SJ, Fr Oliver O’Brien SJ, and Fr Kevin Laheen SJ, bears 
many of the hallmarks of the failings already identified in the case of Fr Joseph 
Marmion SJ. The Marmion failings continue to arise in the manner in which most of 
these other Jesuits were managed through the remaining years of their lives.  

We recognise that some of those failings can also be seen in the personal histories of 
some of those Jesuits who first became the subject of complaint after their deaths. 

The safety and welfare of children ought to have been the first and paramount 
consideration upon receipt of complaints. Shamefully, our failings indicate that other 
considerations took precedence at particular times, with the result that further 
abuses were perpetrated by Jesuits which could have been prevented through 
appropriate actions. 

The Order also wishes to acknowledge and apologise for the following failings 
evidenced in its response to the complaints made in these cases. 

1. A primary consideration appears to have been the avoidance of public scandal and 
therefore the protection of the reputation of the Jesuit Order and Jesuit institutions. 
Our approach was inward-looking, prioritising the interests of the Order. In addition, 
inexplicably we often perceived the abuse from the perspective of moral failure as 
distinct from a criminal act. These misguided considerations allowed individual 
Jesuits who had offended against children to avoid accountability for their crimes. 

2. The right of the Jesuit accused to his good name took precedence over the 
consideration of the wellbeing of children, both in terms of protection and outreach. 
Through allowing these Jesuits to continue in ministry we implicitly communicated 
the message that they were priests in good standing, with the result that people who 
had suffered abuse would have been reluctant to come forward out of the continuing 
fear of not being believed.  
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3. The vital needs of children for support and acknowledgement at the time of their 
abuse disclosures, and the need for inclusion of their families, were either not 
considered at all or were disregarded. Many of the adults who came forward with 
accounts of their childhood abuse experience did not receive the acceptance and 
compassion they deserved. 

4. Notwithstanding the recommendations of Government and Church guidelines, our 
practice prior to 2002 with regard to reporting of complaints to the Gardaí and Health 
Boards was very poor with significant delays occurring in the reporting of some 
complaints.  In a number of instances such reporting did not first occur until after 
the death of the accused priest.  The reporting to civil authorities of complaints is a 
critical action towards the ending of the continuing dominion or power imbalance 
that often exists between an offender and the person they have sexually abused.  

5. In addition to our failure to report to the Civil Authorities we failed to uphold the 
laws of the Church in regard to the obligations to investigate with rigour complaints 
of criminal acts and the application of penalties.   

6.We failed to challenge behaviours on the part of some of these Jesuits that could 
later be seen to have been ‘red flags’ and so missed the opportunities for 
interventions that could have safeguarded children from sexual abuse. In some 
instances what can now be seen as warning signs had become manifest even before 
ordination.  

7. Our systems of recording, gathering and sharing information about Jesuits who had 
become the subject of complaint were very inadequate. In most cases, irrespective of 
whether restrictions on their ministry had been imposed, no information regarding 
the existence of complaints against them was shared with their Superiors or 
colleagues in the Jesuit houses in which they resided. This resulted in a failure to track 
patterns of behaviour and to manage the associated risk. 

Again, we state and acknowledge how painful it must be for a survivor of abuse to 
read the accounts regarding the Jesuits now named.  

Fr Shane Daly says: “Our expression of sorrow and regret for the suffering and pain 
inflicted on each survivor is real. We are truly shamed that so many innocent young 
people suffered heinous abuse at the hands of Jesuits who were supposed to be 
serving them and caring for them. To learn that much of their abuse could have been 
avoided had timely and necessary action been taken by those to whom the abuse was 
made known must surely compound the suffering of those who were abused. We put 
the good name of the institution before their suffering and for this we are truly sorry. 
But words of sorrow will mean little if they are not accompanied by effective action 
and we are committed to the responses outlined above in this document. Again, I 
want to invite any person who was harmed by any Jesuit to consider speaking with 
us. We really want to hear from you.” 
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CONCLUDING COMMENTS 

Today, Wednesday 12 February 2025, the Jesuit Order is making public the names of 
14 Jesuits as recommended by an Independent Working Group, which examined the 
files of 37 deceased Jesuits against whom complaints of child sexual abuse had been 
made. The Order has also taken the decision to name of one further Jesuit about 
whom additional information has become available. The information contained in 
the files of the remaining 22 deceased Jesuits, in the opinion of the Independent 
Working Group, does not reach the applied standard, at this moment in time, for their 
names to be placed in the public domain. However, the Order will in future make 
public the names of any other deceased Jesuits who are the subject of child sexual 
abuse complaint if further information is received that fulfils the criteria identified 
by the Independent Working Group. 

Jesuit Provincial Shane Daly SJ says that the Order’s primary and core aim is to reach 
people who were harmed as children by Jesuits. “It is important to state and restate 
that the Order wishes to offer support to any person who was harmed by any Jesuit 
as a child. In making public these names, we hope that it will encourage people to 
consider approaching us. We really want to hear from you.”  

This invitation is directed not only to those who suffered through the wrongs of 
named Jesuits, but also towards those who were abused by unnamed Jesuits. This is 
an ongoing process, and the Order is committed to further naming where possible in 
the light of any further information received.  

The following are some of the responses that are available to those harmed as 
children by Jesuits:  

 The Safeguarding Office has professional laypersons who work at the pace of 
the individual who is making the disclosure of their experience and exploring 
with them what their needs and wishes are. To date, in the region of 160 
people have contacted the Jesuits directly. 

 Information is shared as openly as possible where individuals have questions 
arising from their experience.  

 Sometimes a person wishes to meet with a Jesuit, often the Provincial, and 
receive an acknowledgment or an apology. Such a meeting is facilitated at the 
right time for the person who has come forward. Sometimes a person wishes 
to receive a letter of apology. 

 Counselling and psychotherapy is funded by the Jesuits. Many people have 
decided to access counselling, also for family members.  

 Redress is offered by the Jesuit Order. The Jesuits have sought to make this 
process as least cumbersome as possible and have put in place Redress 
Schemes to facilitate this. Go to https://jesuit.ie/naming-of-deceased-jesuits-
regarding-child-sexual-abuse-complaints for further information on the 
Jesuit Redress Scheme for people who have suffered child sexual abuse. 

This range of responses has been available for a number of years.  



– 34 – 
 

Contact details 

Email: safeguarding@jesuit.ie 

Helpline mobile number (8am to 8pm daily, including weekends):  00-353-83-0874254   

Jesuit Provincialate reception (9am to 4pm, weekdays): 01-4987333 

 

 

 


